Jeremy’s English Tips

Episode #19:
3 ways to share your opinion in English




Transcript

Hello everyone, this is Jeremy and you're listening to Jeremy's English Tips, a series by the
Culips English Podcast where | teach you interesting expressions for share language

learning tips.

What's up everyone? Thank you for listening to another episode of Jeremy's English Tips. In
this episode we are going to talk about three super useful ways to share your opinion in
English. Now in English, it is very common for people to share their opinions and to discuss
differing opinions in a rather casual setting. Now for those who don't know | have been
learning Korean for almost 10 years, and | have been learning Spanish for around three or
four. And | noticed that in Korean at least, the way that people share their opinions is very
different from the way people share their opinions in English and in Spanish. English and
Spanish are much more similar. However Korean is not. In Korean, people often do not
share their opinion at all, or they do so in a very cautious and soft manner. So, depending on
your native language and your native culture, some of this may seem very natural to you. Or
some of this might seem a little strange. As | explain these three ways to share your opinion,
| will also share some of the background cultural information relevant to these three ways to

share your opinion.

Now, the easiest way, which you probably already know, is to say: | think. This also has
other meanings. So first, let's discuss this one. The phrase | think can be used when you
are not 100% certain if something is true or not. So, this is different from sharing your
opinion. When you have an opinion. Usually, you are somewhat certain about that thing. So,
let's look at a couple example sentences to give you some context. In these two examples.

Two friends are talking to each other.

A: Is there any food in the fridge?

B: | think there is.

This answer is very different from saying yes. If the person says yes, then they are

completely certain that there is in fact, food in the refrigerator. But if this person says, | think



there is, they are expressing that they are not sure. This is different from sharing your

opinion. Let's look at one more example.

A: Did Jane leave yet?

B: | think she did.

This answer is different from yes, she did. Do you see the difference now? | will share with

you in this episode three other ways to share your opinion in English.

The first way is to use: to me. To me. T-0 space m-e. You can use this to share your
opinion, but also show that you respect the other person's opinion. This one can be used in

formal or informal situations. Let's look at an example.

A: American cars are the most reliable.

B: Hmm, to me, German cars are far more reliable.

In this example, the second person used the phrase to me by saying this they show that
they respect the other person's opinion They also show that they are not trying to argue.
This is very important in western English speaking culture, because we often try very hard to

show that we respect the opinions of others.

The next way to share your opinion is to use the phrase: | feel like. | feel like. You can
use this one to gently share your opinion, but also allow the other person to share their
opinion without getting into an argument. This is very similar to the previous phrase in that

sense. Let's ook at a couple examples.

A: Do you think the Mets are going to take the championship this year?

B: | feel like they will but | heard their first baseman broke his hand, so who knows?

In this example, the second person uses the phrase, | feel like. The word feel in this phrase
is not as strong as the word think. So, you could say, | think the Mets will win the
championship, | think they will win the championship. But this one sounds stronger than |

feel like. When you say, | feel like this indicates to the listener that they can disagree with



you and not risk getting into an argument. Let's look at one more example. In this example,

a manager at a company is speaking to an employee.

Manager: We need to release our new product by the end of the year.

Employee: | feel like it might be better to release it in March. What do you think boss?

In this example there is a power dynamic at play. That means that the manager has more
power in this situation than the employee. However, the employee still would like to share
their opinion without making the manager angry. So the employee uses the phrase, | feel
like. | feel like it might be better to release it in March. This is a gentle way of sharing his

opinion.

And the third way to share your opinion is: as far as I'm concerned. As far as I'm
concerned. Now, you can use this one to strongly assert your opinion. If you are certain that
you are right. But the other person thinks differently from you, then you can use this

expression. Let's look at an example.

A: | love listening to this podcast called Study English. It's the best podcast for learning

English.

B: As far as I'm concerned, Culips is by far the best podcast for English learners.

In this example, the second person is being quite assertive, or strong with their opinion by
saying, as far as I'm concerned. This shows that this person is certain and believes strongly

in their opinion.

Do you agree with this second person? We sure hope so. Thank you for listening to this
episode of Jeremy's English Tips by Culips. That's all | have for you in this episode. If you
have questions or comments, you can send us an email at contact@culips.com. Enjoy your

English learning journey everyone and I'll catch you in the next episode. Take care, bye!
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Key points

The easiest way to share your opinion is with | think. However, this has another meaning too. It
can mean that you are unsure or do not know if something is 100% true or not.

Use to me to share your opinion, but also show that you respect other people’s opinions. It can
be used in formal or informal situations.

Use | feel like to gently share your opinion but also allow the other people to share their opinions
without getting into an argument.

Use as far as I’'m concerned to strongly assert your opinion. If you are certain that you are right
but the other person thinks differently, you can use this one.

Writing and discussion Questions

Compare and contrast the three expressions explained in this episode. How are they similar?
How are they different?

Which of these expressions would be best to use if you want to disagree with someone in a
position of authority over you?

What is a “power dynamic” and how does it affect the sharing of opinions?

Are opinions freely shared in your native culture? How does this compare to that of English
speakers?

Are you an assertive person when it comes to sharing opinions? Why or why not?

Study Challenges

Practice using each of these expressions with a language exchange partner, English tutor, or
English speaking friend.

Write out an example dialogue for each of these phrases: to me, | feel like, and as far as I’'m
concerned.
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